I am, worn out with work, sixteen days lost, 6,000 francs to pay, and nothing 1 This blow has crushed me, I have not yet recovered from it. My career at the theatre will have the same course as my literary career, my first work will be refused. A superhuman courage is necessary for these terrible hurricanes of misfortune."
In the midst of his troubles, he thought with bitter regret of Madame de Berny, who would have understood everything, and have known how to help and console him. He was in a miserable state, was chased like a hare by creditors, and was on the point of lacking bread, candles, and paper. Then to add to his misery would come a sensible letter from the far-distant Madame Hanska, blaming his frivolity and levity ; and, in his state of semi-starvation, poor Balzac would be almost driven frantic by words of reproach from his divinity.
A little earlier than this he had found time for an enormous amount of work which would seem completely out of his province, and had written letter after letter in the Si&de, and spent 10,000 francs, in defence of Peytel, a notary of BeUey, who had been condemned to death on August 26th, 1839, for the murder of his wife and servant.e' was the agent, everything was arranged. As I wanted 6,000 francs at the end of February, I set to work. I spent sixteen nights and sixteen days at it, only sleeping three hours out of the twenty-four; I employed twenty workmen at the printer's office, and I managed to write, make and compose the five acts of ' L'Ecole
